
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE1255
 
Main Petitioner: Carol McKenzie 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to commit 
to developing a Rosyth bypass to cope with any increase in the number of 
heavy goods vehicles diverted from using the Forth Road Bridge.   
 
Background 
 
The A985 runs along the northern side of the Firth of Forth, linking the bridges 
over the Forth at Kincardine with the Forth Road Bridge.  It passes through 
Rosyth near its eastern end.  The A985 provides an alternate route for 
vehicles that need to cross the Forth when the Forth Road Bridge is 
unavailable.  The A985 is a trunk road which is owned by Scottish Ministers 
and managed on their behalf by Transport Scotland. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The development of a A985 Rosyth bypass was considered as part of the 
previous Scottish Executive’s Strategic Roads Review exercise, which was 
completed in November 1999.  The final report of the review states: 
 

A985 Rosyth Bypass: High traffic flows on the existing A985 through 
Rosyth result in a poor accident record, community severance and air 
quality/noise problems. The junction capacity acts as a constraint on 
local economic development. The proposed scheme would run from 
the end of the existing A823(M) motorway spur from the M90 at 
Pitreavie to Limekilns Road. This section would run to 3.3 km and 
would be built to 2 lane dual carriageway all purpose standard. A 
further 0.6 km, built to 2 lane single carriageway all purpose standard, 
would tie the road back into the existing A985. The scheme has a 
capital cost of £17m. 
 
The appraisal shows substantial journey time savings benefits and 
moderate accident reduction benefits. The scheme rates positively on 
integration and accessibility. It offers noise and local air quality 
environmental benefits but is assessed negatively on a range of other 
environmental matters, including ecology, visual impacts, agriculture 
and landscape character. 

 
However, a decision was taken at that time to hold the development of the 
bypass in abeyance “…so (it) can be considered, alongside other emerging 
priorities, for inclusion in a future trunk road programme”. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1255.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/travelchoices/docs/tcfs-00.htm


 
 

 
 
The development of a Rosyth bypass was not considered at any point during 
the Strategic Transport Projects Review process.  However, Transport 
Scotland indicated1 in early 2007 that a “Route Action Plan” (RAP) was being 
developed for the A985.  Transport Scotland states that: 
 

The RAP is looking at ways to provide additional overtaking opportunities 
and safety schemes along its length. It is likely that a range of proposals 
will be brought forward which will include a selection of the following:  

 
• single carriageway (2 +1) layouts;  
• climbing lanes;  
• differential acceleration lanes on exit from roundabouts;  
• re-alignment of localised sections of route; and  
• junction improvements.  
 
In the east side of the route there is a proposal to construct a Rosyth 
Bypass which will, in effect, divert the A985 northwards so that it connects 
with the A823 (M) at Masterton.  

 
However, the RAP has yet to be published. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The Scottish Parliament has not considered the development of a Rosyth 
Bypass. 
 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
Senior Research Specialist 
20 April 2009 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 

                                                 
1 “Forth Replacement Crossing: Report 1: Assessment of Transport Network”, Transport Scotland, 14 
February 2007 
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